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When I was 5 days old, I had a liver transplant to cure a fatal condition. Thanks to the 
abilities of my surgeon and bravery of my parents, I hold a Guinness world record for 
being the youngest liver transplantee. This has led me to my achievement which I am 
most proud of; providing hope to others affected by transplants. 

I was seven years old when I first went to TACKERS, a week which proved to be one of the 
most thrilling experiences, opening my eyes to an inner strength and self-belief which 
was reinforced each time I took part. With the careful and experienced guidance of Liz 
Schick, the volunteers, counsellors, and medical team, I was introduced to a world full 
of fun, friendship and activities which allowed me to appreciate and be proud of myself, 
and the realisation that I can fulfil my dreams and reach my goals like any other child.
 
A week on the snowy slopes of Anzére in the Swiss Alps, learning to ski, and hanging out 
with children who had had transplants too, was the perfect recipe for forming happy 
memories and great friendships and I remain in contact with many of those friends I 
made during my time at TACKERS. We could safely stretch our wings and discover our 
own independence. It was also a chance for our parents to see our abilities - for them to 
see that we need not be limited by our transplant. And there were so many activities to 
keep the fun going; arts and crafts, dog-sledding, paragliding, fancy-dress party, karaoke. 
Every day and evening was different and exciting.

On returning this year for the first time as a volunteer, it struck me how different the 
perspective is as an adult, and how as a child I took for granted all the work and effort 
the TACKERS team puts into the success of the camp. Great thought and care is put into 
the week, and I got to look behind the curtain of the magic. I thoroughly enjoyed reliving 
the brilliant time I had at TACKERS with the new crop of kids, and it’s a wonderful feeling 
to give something back. The camaraderie between the volunteers and councillors was 
a brilliant new experience for me. Many of the children I have seen there were more 
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cautious, afraid that they couldn’t do the same things other children could, because 
of what they had been through. The most rewarding part of TACKERS is seeing these 
children gain confidence and believe they can reach their full potential. I watched the 
kids grow and enjoy the camp in the same way I did, all those years ago. I remember 
the sense of accomplishment being able to ski at the end of the week, and seeing the 
kids this year swell with that same pride was a joy to be part of. Having had a transplant 
myself and taken part in TACKERS as a child, and returning as a volunteer, I would like to 
think it reinforces the connection between the children and the volunteers. It is both a 
privilege and an honour to be a part of the family that is TACKERS.

For me, TACKERS had a huge influence on my life, giving me the confidence to seek out 
new experiences. TACKERS showed me I can do whatever I put my mind to, and to help 
other kids make that realisation is a great source of pride. TACKERS is a celebration of 
the life which all the donors have gifted us, without their selflessness this would not be 
possible. All of us transplant kids have been given a second chance at life, and it’s worth 
living to the full - just go out and do it!
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