
 

 

Registered Address: World Transplant Games Federation, Basepoint Business Centre,  
1 Winnall Valley Road, Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 0LD, UK 
Registered Charity No. 1179470 Company limited by guarantee No.10323481 Registered in England and Wales 
Tel (44) 1962 832560     Email wtgf@wtgf.org     Website www.wtgf.org 
 

June 28, 2021 
 

Media Release 
World Transplant Games Federation welcomes new Trustees 

 
The President of the World Transplant Games Federation (WTGF), Chris 
Thomas, today welcomed three new trustees to the governing Board of 
the Federation while acknowledging the contributions of those who had 
served the worldwide transplant community recently. 
 
At the General Assembly of the WTGF on June 17 the outcome of the recent 
trustee elections was announced. A total of 12 nominees from across the world 
stood for seven available positions. The WTGF Constitution mandates that half 
the Board are renewed through election every two years. 
 
Newly-elected on to the Board were Judit Berente from Hungary, Ashleigh 
Duran from the USA, and Gerardo Reyna from Spain. 
 
Ms Judit Berente received a kidney transplant in 1995 after 20 years of kidney 
disease. Her first World Transplant Games were in Sydney in 1997. In 2001 she 
became President of the European Transplant and Dialysis Sports Federation, 
a role she holds to this day. She was a Councillor of the WTGF from 2005-2009. 
 
Ms Ashleigh Duran received a liver transplant from her youngest sister in 2015. 
She has a Master of Arts Degree in Sports and Exercise Psychology and 20 
years experience of coaching Competitive Tumbling and Trampoline. She was 
appointed a WTGF Fit for Life Ambassador in 2016 and has more recently 
served as a co-opted member on the WTGF Sports Committee. 
 
Mr Gerardo Reyna, born in Mexico, received a liver transplant in Spain in 2012. 
He is fluent in Spanish and English and speaks and understands Italian. He was 
the Spanish Team Manager in 2017 and 2019 and a co-opted member of the 
WTGF Sports Committee since 2019. 
 
WTGF President also welcomed the re-election of Executive Members, Ms Liz 
Schick (Switzerland) and Mr Colin White (Ireland), Dr Paul Harden from Great 
Britain & Northern Ireland and Mr Anders Billstrom from Sweden. 
 
“There are some stand out changes to our trustees with this election. Firstly, 
and pleasingly, six of our 13 trustees are female and this helps to ensure that 
the needs of our whole community are met,” Mr Thomas said. 
 
“Additionally, six of the trustees are recipients, the people we serve to represent 
at the WTGF. Four trustees have a medical background, two trustees are long-
term carers of recipients and one is a donor family members. This makes us 
one of the most diverse boards recently elected by the General Assembly.” 
 
Mr Thomas acknowledged the outgoing trustees. 



 
Mr Andre Lassooij, from the Netherlands, had recently been the WTGF Sports 
Committee Chairman and spent many years improving the governance of sports 
at the World Transplant Games. Andre had also been the World Transplant 
Football Commission Chair while being an inspiration to many people around 
the world living with long-term with a double lung transplant. 
 
Dr Won-Hyun Cho, a medical practitioner from South Korea and a principal of 
the Korea Organ Donation Agency (KODA), served on the Medical Committee 
and providing excellent counsel and guidance on conducting transplant games 
safely. 
 
Dr Zach Brooks, a kidney recipient from the USA, served as the first Athletes 
Advisory Commission Chair while more recently he co-chaired the WTGF 
Research Committee with Anders Billstrom. 
 
Returned Executive 
 
At the first Board Meeting (June 24) following the General Assembly, two 
Executive positions – Honorary Secretary and Treasurer – were open for 
election.  
 
Liz Schick and Colin White had held these positions for the last four years and 
were re-elected unopposed. 
 
Mr Thomas said: “I would like to thank the trustees and the country 
representatives for their confidence in the executive. As President I am truly 
blessed to work closely with two of the most dedicated people you can find. Liz 
is an inspiration to transplant youth around the world. Colin juggles his WTGF 
responsibilities with a full-time role with the Irish Kidney Association as well as 
being a full-time carer for his wife, Chikoyo. 
 
“We are fortunate at the WTGF to have many people who volunteer their time 
selflessly to helping the worldwide transplant community better learn of the 
importance of staying active with a transplant. 
 
“The Federation has gone from strength to strength in recent years. The 
outcomes of this election show we have mapped the right course of reform to 
make the federation stronger and more professional. At all times we will protect 
the integrity and reputation of the WTGF. 
 
“The fact that 12 people stood for election is, in its own right, a testament to what 
we have achieved. Additionally, five cities have expressed an interest in staging 
the World Transplant Games in 2025. We are well positioned as a Federation 
and I am thankful for the people who contribute to our future every day.” 
 
 
Further information: kim.renyard@wtgf.org 


