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Snapshots from Málaga 2017
Introducing our Hall of Fame
Back to a Winter Wonderland in 2018
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Darcy Daniels, USA

“Mom of Wendy,
age 13 years”
It used to be that people would identify themselves solely by
the place where they were born, and while that is still true,
people also identify themselves by who they are and what
they’ve done, and they look for like-minded people who share
their experiences. But what happens when you have
a rather rare experience, like getting a solid organ
transplant at a young age? Wendy knows very
few kids who have shared her experience,
and she sometimes feels like a party of
one. It’s been important to Michael and
me to help her find her community.
The World Transplant Games are a great
way for her to meet people from around
the world who are just like her.

lung, and heart transplant patients, who
taught her how to receive the baton, who
showed her where to line up, and who
were her loudest cheering section while
she ran, well those other women were
real role models for her, and I am forever
grateful to them. They probably didn’t
even know they had done anything.

I’m super proud of Wendy, and of her
She competed in swim and track events.
journey. This is a community worth
During those events, she met girls her age
celebrating, people who truly are living their
who also had organ transplants, but who were
best lives since they’ve been given a second
from Italy, Britain, Hungary, or Australia. She and
chance. Competitors who radiate gratitude at the
they would introduce themselves and gather before Darcy and Wendy
ability to feel good and come together to compete.
competitions, and then when it was time to compete, in Málaga, Spain
A community that supports each other, celebrates
they would. Then they would gather back together
each other, claps for the person who comes in dead last as
and giggle and exchange addresses. All these girls, who were
much (if not more) as the person who wins. Because, and I say
once gravely ill, who take medications multiple times a day,
this without hyperbole, they have all won just by being there.
from all over the world, sharing this experience at the age of
thirteen.
Wendy is lucky to be a part of this amazing community.
I don’t know what you were doing at the age of thirteen, but I
I am grateful to witness it.
was wondering if my mom could bring me to the Mall to meet
my friends. I was not hanging out with kids from around the
Read Darcy’s full blog here: bravefragilewarriors.wordpress.
world who had organ transplants, and then competing my
com/2017/07/10/world-transplant-games-community/
heart out when it was time.
Across the board, this group of girls broke world records in
swim and track. They are determined, they are fast. Most of
all, although defined by their transplants, they transcend the
commonly held belief that they are “sick kids”. They are not
They are warriors.
Then there is the group of men and women that Wendy met
through Team USA. We had over 150 competitors from all
over the country. They ranged in age from just younger than
Wendy to members in their seventies. They help to show
her that yes, life has its ups and downs, but that you keep
going. I think (as a mom) that it’s super important for kids to
get positive messages from adults who aren’t me, because at
some point our kids turn our voices off. So when Wendy was
a part of the 4 x 100 relay race with women who were kidney,
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10th European
Transplant and
Dialysis Sports
Championships
Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy 17-24th June 2018
Registration open end of December 2017
More information : www.cagliarietdsc2018.it
Come and enjoy the gift of life competition
with all the European countries together!
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Málaga 2017:
Survey Results
The World Transplant Games are
the signature event of the World
Transplant Games Federation, and as
such, the WTGF conducts an intense
and thorough evaluation of each
one of the Games. In addition to a
detailed analysis conducted by the
WTGF leadership and staff, one of the
most helpful tools in this process is the
survey that all Games participants are
asked to complete.
The survey for the 2017 Málaga Games
was answered by 564 participants,
which represent approximately 25% of
the 2,201 registrants. This percentage
is similar to the number of respondents
from previous surveys in 2013 and
2015. 74% were athletes, 18% were
supporters. At least one response was
received from 50 countries. 60% of
the respondents had attended at least
two World Transplant Games (including
Málaga).
Most importantly, more
than 75% of the respondents ranked
the Málaga Games as enjoyable or
outstanding, and less than 5% felt them
poor or very poor. Clearly participants
had a positive overall experience at the
2017 Málaga Games.
The results regarding the conduct and
organization of the different sports
of the Games is always interesting,
and this year was no exception. The
sports had similar highest rated and
lowest rated scores as previous World
Games. The best organized sports were
badminton, the 5K road race, swimming,
and volleyball. All of the sports that
were rated the lowest - tennis, table
tennis, petanque and tenpin bowling
- were sports using venues that were
smaller than World Games guidelines
and apparently were too small for the
number of participants. This is a key
finding regarding the sports of the
Summer Games, and a great deal of
attention will be focused on strategies
and possible changes to better match
facilities and competition to the
number of participants.
Medical services is another key issue
for the WTGF, as it is essential that any

Federation event be conducted safely
and with proper medical attention
available.
Participants were quite
satisfied with medical services during
the Games, with 78% of respondents
stating that the first aid and medical
staff at the sport venues were good
or outstanding. Similar scores were
reported for medical clinics and the
hospital used for the Games.
Survey respondents were very happy
with their accommodation - less than
1% felt the accommodation was poor
or very poor, while 82% reported
good or outstanding. Regarding food,
likewise over 80% liked very much the
dinners and breakfasts at their hotel lunch packs not so much!
Transport is a huge part of events like
the World Transplant Games. Reviews
were mixed, with transfer to and
from the airports seen favorably, and
transport during the Games receiving
more mixed reviews. The transportation
issue is another important component
of the Games to the WTGF, and almost
always present challenges due to
expense and availability. A great deal of
thought is always given to the process
of reviewing possible Games locations,
in order to reduce the transport burden
and the level of frustration among
Games participants.
Participants were asked about the
communications regarding the Games
and the information available to them
before and during the event. Email
newsletters, the Games website,
Facebook, and Twitter all received
weighted scores between average and

Q7
On a scale
of 1 to 5,
please rank your
experience of the
Málaga Games

good - less than 9% of these were
rated poor or very poor. Regarding
social media, an unexpected finding
is that only Facebook was used by
a significant portion of participants
(70%), while very few used Twitter
(17%) or YouTube (27%). It will be
interesting to see if this changes with
future Games.
A final note of interest - 73% of
attendees stayed in Spain longer than
the official Games days, and 25%
stayed longer than 2 weeks. About 25%
of those who answered indicated that
they visited another country in addition
to Spain – so it is clearly true that our
participants make the World Transplant
Games the centerpiece of a major and
meaningful travel experience!
Although the survey questions tell
much about the experiences of
our Games participants,
equally
useful are the many comments that
survey responders leave to pass on
observations and suggestions for
how to improve the World Transplant
Games. We are fortunate to receive
comments on every question and
almost every conceivable aspect of
the World Transplant Games - these
comments are grouped into the
different areas of organization and
each one is reviewed and evaluated
by the appropriate committee of the
Federation for possible changes to
how the Games are planned and how
they are operated. There were over
2,000 comments made on the survey,
on individual questions and general
comments at the end of the survey. For
those who took the time to give the
Federation their thoughts, please know
that each one of your comments have
been or are being reviewed in order to
make future World Transplant Games
the best they can be - thank you!
Gary Green
WTGF Sports Manager
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The World Transplant
Games Federation is proud
to introduce a new member
country. Kazakhstan sent a
team to the World Transplant
Games in Málaga this year
and have since become a
full country member of the
Federation, also holding their
own first national transplant
games. The Federation is
delighted that there will be
a team from Kazakhstan at
the World Transplant Winter
Games in Switzerland in
January and are impressed
with the enthusiasm and
commitment shown by our
new member country.
A very warm welcome to
Kazakhstan!

Report on 1st National
Transplant Games in Kazakhstan
From 22nd to 24th September 2017,
the Public Association of Transplanted
Patients “Omir Tynysy” with the support
of the regional state, conducted the
“1st Open Sports Competition for
Transplantation Recipients and Patients
on Dialysis” in Aktau, Kazakhstan.
The purpose of this event was
the promotion of physical culture
and sports among transplantation
recipients and patients on dialysis
from the Republic of Kazakhstan
and the formation of a national team
for Kazakhstan to participate in the
European Transplant Games in Italy in
2018 and the World Transplant Games
in the UK in 2019. Athletes from Russia,
Belarus and Azerbaijan were invited to
attend the event. In total, 30 athletes
took part in the competitions, including
four Russians.

Competitions were held in darts, table
tennis, 50m swimming, bowling and
volleyball with medals and certificates
awarded.
In August 2017 the Public Association
of Transplanted Patients “Omyr Tynys”
became a member of the World
Transplant Games Federation and is
actively engaged in promoting sports
activities for transplant recipients
in Kazakhstan. This first Games in
Kazakhstan showed that there is great
interest amongst recipients for sport
and participation in international
sporting events. Also “Omyr Tynys” in
Kazakhstan is aiming to collaborate
with other patient organisations from
the Eurasian countries with members
who wish to participate in sports after
transplantation.
Zhanibek Uspanov
Kazakhstan

Zhanibek Uspanov, WTGF Country Representative
for Kazakhstan and main organiser of their 1st
National Transplant Games

Canada and USA Reacquainted
Since 1980 World Transplant Games

as told by Niva Segatto, Canada

“Dennis Segatto, Canada and Kathleen
Gerlach, USA - not knowing each other,
or realizing it at past World Transplant
Games, both were competitors from the
New York Games in 1980.
In Argentina 2015, a member of the USA

Kathleen Gerlach, WTGF Hall of
Fame, with 1980 athlete Dennis
Segatto in Málaga 2017
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Games’ participants

team had pointed Kathleen out to me at
the Gala Dinner as a long time participant
since 1980, so I went to introduce
myself to see if she remembered any
of the Canadians. In Spain at the Gala,
Dennis and Kathleen sought each other
out for hugs and laughter; their journey
of transplantation and participating at
this great event.
Being married to Dennis for 34 years, the
transplant community has always been
in my heart. I just wanted to share this
wonderful reunion. Dennis and Kathleen
are friends for life.”
Niva Segatto
Canada
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Update from the World Transplant
Games General Assembly
29th June 2017, Málaga, Spain
One of the most important General Assemblies in the history
of the World Transplant Games Federation was held in Málaga
this year with the unanimous adoption of a new Constitution
for the Federation.
Eighteen months in the making, the new Articles of Association
have transformed the Council of the Federation to a Board
of Trustees. The changes are part of the incorporation of
the Federation under UK Law which provides protection for
Trustees as the WTGF is now a company limited by liability.
Previously the WTGF was operating as an unincorporated
association which could have left it exposed to liability if there
was some misadventure or problem at the World Transplant
Games.
The changes were spear-headed by Governance Committee
Chair, Willie Uys, supported by Olivier Coustere and Raymond
Van Ryckel. Legal advice was provided by both Andy Eddy and
Jane Whitfield.
The election of Trustees also saw Raymond Van Ryckel stand
down and he was thanked by President Chris Thomas for

his work over the past four years. Paul Harden from the UK,
Anders Billström from Sweden and Zachary Brooks from the
USA were elected as new Trustees for a four year term.
Here Zachary outlines what he hopes to achieve as part of the
new Board of Trustees.
“As a new Trustee, I have already been asked to take the lead
on the creation and launch of the Athletes Advisory Commission
(AAC). As a transplant athlete, competing in the virtual triathlon,
I have a sense of the dedication transplant athletes in many
sports have for the Games. The formation of the Athletes
Advisory Commission was important so that the athletes can
help improve the organisation of each sport as the World
Transplant Games continuously becomes more competitive. I
am also interested in having more WTGF marketing materials
in languages other than English. Though a person may speak
English very well, that same person responds more directly
when marketing materials are in his or her language. As the
only Trustee in the Western Hemisphere, I am planning to place
special emphasis on the particular needs of the countries in the
Americas using my Spanish and Portuguese languages.”
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Turning Innovative Science
into Value for Patients
Astellas is committed to turning innovative science into medical solutions that bring value and hope
to patients worldwide. Every day, we work together to address unmet medical needs with a focus on
urology, oncology, immunology, nephrology and neuroscience as prioritized therapeutic areas while
advancing new therapeutic areas and discovery research leveraging new technologies/modalities.
We remain dedicated to meeting patients’ needs, and our support for them will never waver.
At Astellas, we’re focused on making changing tomorrow a reality.

astellas.com

