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Federation Councillors recognised for their life-time contribution 

 
The President of the World Transplant Games Federation, Chris Thomas, today paid 
tribute to two of the Federation’s Councillors who were recognised this week for their 
life-time contributions to the cause of organ donation for transplantation. 
 
The Federation’s Secretary, Mr Gary Green, was awarded the highest award at 41st 
National Patient Meeting of the American Association of Kidney Patients in Tennessee. 
 
The Samuel J. Orenstein Award is presented to an AAKP member who ‘consistently 
renders extraordinary service toward the achievement of AAKP's goals and 
objectives’. 
 
“Gary has clocked up almost 25 years volunteering his time for the World Transplant 
Games Federation, ensuring the successful staging of many world transplant games. 
In his professional capacity he worked for the National Kidney Foundation in the US 
for over 30 years and the September 11 Families Association, before joining the AAKP 
as Executive Director in August 2013,” Mr Thomas said. 
 
“We are fortunate to have Gary contributing so tirelessly to the aims and ideals of the 
Federation. He has provided expert and knowledgeable insights into the professional 
management of this unique and inspiring sporting event while at all times 
understanding the needs of transplant recipients and the potential to showcase the 
importance and success of organ donation to the wider public.” 
 
Another Federation Councillor, André Lassooij (lung transplant recipient 1996) from 
Netherlands, received the annual European Lung Foundation award at the European 
Respiratory Society’s International Congress in Amsterdam for inspiring others 
through his achievements. 
 
In 2014 André was the initiator of a climb up Mount Kilimanjaro with people who had 
received organ transplants. André has beaten world records in the World Transplant 
Games for the 100m and 200m sprint and won gold medals in the high jump and long 
jump. In 2008, in a race against fellow competitors who had never had a transplant, 
André became the Dutch national champion of the 200m sprint in his age group.  
 
He has served as Vice President of the European Heart and Lung Transplant Federation 
and Chairman of the Dutch foundation of ‘Sport en Transplantatie’. He has been on 
the Council of the World Transplant Games Federation since 2013. 
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Mr Thomas paid tribute: “André has been a leading figure in the Dutch team at the 
World Transplant Games for many years specialising in the sprints and the long jump 
and he regularly features on the medal podium for these events. André is a great role 
model and ambassador for what can be achieved post-transplant – his successful 
climbing of Mount Kilimanjaro last year is a testament to his resolve. I heartily 
congratulate André on this richly deserved award and I look forward to working with 
him into the future for the betterment of transplant sports.” 
 
About the World Transplant Games Federation 
 
The Federation works to showcase the need for more organ donors across the globe, 
demonstrates the success of transplantation, as well as promoting the full 
rehabilitation and wellbeing of transplant recipients. The Federation stages the 
world’s largest international awareness event for the gift of life - the Summer 
Transplant Games - every two years. 
 
For further information please contact wtgf@wtgf.org 
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